[bookmark: _Hlk137468123]	 HYDESVILLE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MINUTES

September 8, 2026, at 6 pm
Location:  Hydesville County Water District
3455 Hwy 36, Hydesville, CA 95547
707-768-3000


CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order: Randall Stone at 6:02 pm. Directors present: Dave Jackson, Ron Olsen Phone: Bill Christen Absent: Russ Holmgren Director Staff present: Megan Lowe, Jordan Stoffel, Bryce Corner Public: Jackie Adams

Public Comment

	Jackie Adams came in to speak on their high bill, that they cannot seem to explain, and are looking to see if there is anything that the board would be willing to do to adjust their bill. Their meter was changed and then changed again and still seems to be showing a large use of water. Jordan has done a bucket test with Rich with him to show that the meter was reading correctly.  No one can seem to find a leak, but do not know where the water is going. Jordan read the meter before the meeting tonight and the meter had showed a usage of 34 units in less than 4 weeks. The board is asking if there is a possibility that there is a leak that is running into the creek by their property. However, the meter is not spinning which is indicative of a leak. They manually turn off and on their drip system and have checked all the toilets with the dye test. Ron suggest isolating sections on the property to see if there is something that they are missing. Jordan believes that there may be something going on when they are manually turning on their drip system and it is only leaking when turned on. Hence why the meter is not spinning when turned off. The board will do a leak adjustment if they can find a leak, but without proof of a leak there can be no adjustment. As our policy states the adjustment must be for a leak not just a high usage. Megan explained how an adjustment works and what amount they would be credited. Jackie will go back home and see what can be found on the property. Jordan recommends getting a plumber to help go through the system and see what they can locate. Jackie will follow up with Megan to let them know what they find.

1.	Consent Agenda
	2.1 	Approve Board minutes of August 11, 2026	
2.2 	Approve Payment of Bills September

Bill has a question about the return check and why it is showing as a negative number. Megan explains that since it was deposited and shown as a deposit it will need to be reversed and that it needs to show as an expense to balance the books and the paper trail of where that deposit was and where it went. 

Megan let the board know that there was a bill that did not show up by the meeting date and usually has arrived. Megan will let the board know if it does come in and will get board members to come down and sign a check and notate it in next month’s accounts payable.
	
MOTION WAS MADE (Ron Olsen, Dave Jackson) to approve the Consent Agenda.
	MOTION CARRIED (4,0)


3.	Old Business.
	3.1	SHN Update
	
	Jordan met with Cal Trans and SHN for their new sidewalk project and where they were purposing to move the main line to so that it is not under the new sidewalk. Their proposal was to put it underneath the center of the road. Jordan raised concern that there must be a better location as putting the main water line under the middle of the road was not feasible for maintenance and overall, not the best placement. Jordan suggested keeping it along the shoulder of the road instead. The engineers came back and stated that was fine. Cal Trans will be responsible for raising and maintaining the meter boxes that will be in the sidewalk.
	 
	3.2	CPA’s

	Megan had her meeting with the potential new Auditors. They both seemed very knowledgeable and excited to take on our District. Megan explained the timeline that the district had been doing audits, and was hoping that they could accommodate upping the timeline from Jan-Mar as previously done to Sept-Nov. They agreed that this is a better timeline and time frame for them, since it is out of their busiest tax season time. 
	
MOTION WAS MADE ( Dave Jackson, Ron Olsen) to approve Weigel, Szekel and Frisby as Auditors for the district .
	MOTION CARRIED (4,0)


	3.3	USDA/CRWA Meeting

	Rhinehart is making good progress on getting all the D forms filled out and back to Jordan so that he can look everything over and it will be presented to the board before it goes out to bid. Once it goes out to bid, the board will need to have a meeting to go over all the bids that have been submitted.
	 
	3.4	Audit Proposal

	 As mentioned above the district will be going with Weigel, Szekel and Frisby as the new Auditors for the district.

MOTION WAS MADE (Dave Jackson, Ron Olsen) to approve the Audit Proposal.
	MOTION CARRIED (4,0)


4.	New Business
	4.1	Account #033801 Formal Objection
	
	Spoke about this matter in the public comments


	4.2	SB 827

As of January 21, 2026, an elected official of the board must take a financial course in Redding. Randall suggests that Dave take this course since he has had a financial background. It is only a one-day course and only 2 hours. This is mandatory and whoever is supposed to go must be elected official and Megan is not an elected official, she does not fill out a form 700 for elected officials. Dave will get all the information from Jordan and go to Redding for the class.

5.	County Planning Dept Project Referrals – Vote to approve applications received to date.
	
	NONE

6.	High Bill Adjustments- Vote to approve applications received to date:
	
	NONE

7.	Secretary’s Report 

	Looking to possibly up the late fee from $20.00 to $30.00. This will need to be an ordinance that will be presented at a future meeting. More likely beginning at the beginning of the year. 

	The deposit returns are not given back to the customer it is given as credit on their account. Unless they leave before the one-year mark and the account is in good standing. 

	 Megan is requesting the board look into making a separate change drawer for customer bills instead of making change out of the petty cash. With the new addition, Megan would like the new drawer to have $200.00 in it to make change. We do not use petty cash as much as it was used before we got our CAL-Card, just want to keep it separate for financial reasons. 

	Reached out and got all the information for the transfer of funds and the withdrawal for the funds to finish the meter project. Grace needed the minutes that were voted on tonight to complete the 2 items. I will get these to her tomorrow, and she said that they will cut a check on Friday for us. 

8.	Manager’s Report
					
		All samples have come back clean for enough time not to have the state keep a close eye on our wells; for now.

		Will more than like need to have the pump #1 replaced and once that one is used Jordan would like to order another back up pump as well # 2 is not far behind well #1 in age and usage.

		All lead samples came back acceptable and will not need to do sampling until 2029. Only reason that the district had to do them back-to-back year wise is that we missed a year. 

		At the beginning of October, we will be getting all the information and training on the radio reading software. Someone will be out to show Jordan all the ins and out of what we will need to get set up and ready to for December reads

		Had a customer call and complain that there are children coming onto our property at the tank site and are making his dogs bark. Not sure who the children are, since we have never seen them. All the district can do is put up a gate and signs that say no trespassing. Other than that, if his dogs are disturbed there is nothing that we can do. He has threatened to take legal action if nothing is done, but we have no way of monitoring the entire tank site to find out where the children are coming from. It’s up to the owner of the dogs to keep them inside if they are bothered by things happening on other people’s property.




9.	Board Member Comments

	 
10.     	Items for Future Agenda
	10.1	Culvert – Ward Creek

	10.2	Closed Session



11.  	Adjournment
          
MOTION WAS MADE (Ron Olsen, Bill Christen) to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m.
	MOTION CARRIED (4,0)



Respectfully Submitted,




Megan Lowe/Board Secretary
